Introduction
Anodic stripping voltammetry (ASV) is a powerful electroanalytical technique for trace metal measurement [1, 2] . Various approaches have been proposed for improving its sensitivity: for example by correcting the non-Faradaic charging background current (this involves the application of potential-time wave forms such as differential pulse [3] [4] [5] , phase selective AC [6] , or staircase [7] to replace the conventional linear scan during the stripping step), or by using the most suitable flow-cell (usually thin-layer [4, 8] or wall-jet [5, 9] ).
Continuous stripping methods offer substantial advantages over their batch counterparts [10] , in terms of rapidity and sample and reagent consumption. Both flow injection analysis (FIA) [11] and continuous flow methods [12] have been used with automatic stripping voltammetric methods with a clear improvement on both performance and analytical features compared with conventional manual techniques [13] . Few of the reported continuous stripping voltammetric methods used for determination of heavy metals deal with the determination of the analytes in real samples. Of the methods based on SV for copper and lead that have been proposed to date [9, 14, 15] , only one was applied to real samples (atmospheric dust [15] ). by the instrument (40 mV/s) was selected as optimum.
The peak height increased for higher pulses, but the reproducibility of the recordings was poorer, so a pulse amplitude of 50 mV was selected as compromise between sensitivity and reproducibility.
Features of the methods
The linear portion of the calibration curve for these analytes was run individually by preparing a series of standards of each. Linear ranges between x 10-8-1 x 10 -7 M were obtained for both analytes (0"64-64"0 ng/ml and 2"1-62"2 ng/ml for copper and lead, respectively). 
